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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

1. This question paper consists of 5 pages and 9 questions with sub-parts.
2. The paper contains three sections: A, B & D
Section A-Reading is of 20 marks.
Section B-Writing is of 12 marks
Section D-Literature is of 28 marks.
3. It is compulsory to attempt all the questions.
4. Read the question paper carefully and then attempt it.

SECTION A - READING

Q1. Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow. 10
marks

The Quiet Power of Small Actions

Most people believe that only big actions can change the world. They imagine inventors, leaders,

1) or heroes making dramatic decisions that alter history. However, change often begins in quieter,
less noticeable ways. Small actions, repeated with care and consistency, can have a powerful
impact over time.

Consider the story of Aarav, a twelve-year-old student who noticed that his school playground

2)  was often littered with plastic wrappers. Instead of complaining, he began picking up waste
during his lunch break. At first, his classmates laughed at him, calling his effort pointless. Aarav
continued anyway, believing that responsibility did not depend on approval.

Gradually, others became curious. A few students joined him, then a teacher offered support, and

3)  soon the school started a recycling programme. What began as a single, silent effort grew into a
collective habit. The playground became cleaner, and students developed greater awareness about
the environment.

Aarav did not plan to lead a movement. He simply acted when he saw a problem. His story
4)  reminds us that courage is not always loud, and leadership does not always seek attention.
Sometimes, the smallest actions speak the loudest and inspire the greatest change.

i.  What do most people believe about changing the world? 0.5
a) It happens by chance b) Only children can do it
c¢) Only big actions can create change d) Small actions are useless

ii.  What problem did Aarav notice in his school? 0.5
a) Plastic waste in the playground b) Dirty classrooms
c¢) Broken benches d) Lack of trees
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How did Aarav’s classmates react at first?
a) They praised him b) They ignored him
¢) They laughed at him d) They helped him

Why did Aarav continue picking up waste?
a) He was forced by a teacher b) He wanted attention
c¢) He believed responsibility mattered ~ d) He was bored during lunch

What was the result of Aarav’s actions?

a) He became famous b) A recycling programme started
¢) Students stopped playing d) Teachers punished students
Which quality of Aarav is shown most clearly in the passage?

a) Fear b) Carelessness

¢) Determination d) Laziness

Find a word from the passage (para 1) that means ‘changing something greatly .
Find a word from the passage (para 3) that means ‘efforts made together as a group’.
Explain why Aarav can be called a quiet leader.

‘Aarav did not stop cleaning the playground even when others laughed at him.’

What does this tell us about his character? Choose any two qualities he shows and explain.

The author says, “Sometimes, the smallest actions speak the loudest.” Explain this line in your
own words using an example.

Read the passage based on the chapter ‘An Alien Hand’ and answer the questions that
follow.

“There was a time when our forefathers lived on the surface quite naturally. Indeed, they did so
for millions of years. But times changed. The very sun, which had provided us with sustenance,
turned hostile. It changed only slightly but the change was sufficient to upset the balance of
nature on this planet.

“First the birds became extinct. The animals followed. The fish could not bear it anymore either.
We managed to survive only because of our superior technology, but we were forced to live
underground under artificial conditions. Thanks to solar energy, we can generate sufficient power
to make our life comfortable. But the machines which make this possible must always be in good
working condition. Some of them are on the surface—I belong to the team whose responsibility it
is to keep watch on them and to service them.”

“Daddy, can I join the team when I grow up?”

“Of course, if you want to,” said his father. “But for that you must be a good boy and do as your
parents tell you.” His mother had, as usual, the last word.

The next day when Tilloo’s father went to work, he found the Control Room full of excitement.
People were crowded around the big TV screen. It showed a dot in an otherwise clear
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“It isn’t a star—for it’s changing its position. Our computer has given a trajectory for this ‘thing’.
It’s heading towards us,” the Supervisor of the last shift explained.

“A spacecraft?” Tilloo’s father asked. By now he was joined by his teammates on the new shift.
“So, we think; but it needs watching.”

A spacecraft? Where from? The solar system was not known to have any life anywhere else
except on their planet. Tilloo’s father recalled the ancient days recorded in the archives at the
Central Bureau when their ancestors had a well-developed space programme and had searched
the solar system with manned and unmanned spacecraft and found that they were indeed ‘alone’.

Now, in the days of energy shortage and underground life, they had no space programme. They

could only watch impotently from their vantage point. Who were these strangers?

Why were humans forced to live underground?
a) Due to lack of land b) Due to war on the surface
c¢) Because the sun became hostile d) Because of lack of technology

Which living beings became extinct first?

a) Animals b) Fish

¢) Humans d) Birds

How did humans manage to survive despite harsh conditions?

a) By hiding in forests b) By using superior technology
¢) By migrating to another planet d) By changing their diet

What source of energy helps humans live comfortably underground?

a) Wind energy b) Nuclear energy

¢) Solar energy d) Water energy

Why was the moving object not considered a star?

a) It was too bright b) It was too small

c¢) It was changing its position d) It disappeared quickly

Why did the people feel helpless while watching the object?

a) They had no scientists b) They had no space programme
¢) Their computers stopped working d) They did not understand technology

Why did Tilloo’s father feel surprised at the possibility of a spacecraft?

What does the word ‘strangers’ suggest at the end of the passage?

Why did humans have to depend on machines for survival after moving underground?
What responsibility did Tilloo’s father have as a member of the surface team?

Why do you think the Control Room becomes full of excitement

What warning about the misuse or limits of technology does the passage give?
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SECTION B - WRITING

Q3. You are the Sports Captain of Green Valley Public School. Your school is organising a ‘Fit India 5
Morning’ fitness programme for students.

Write a notice informing students of Classes VI-VIII about:

e the date and time of the event,

e the venue,

e activities included, and

e important instructions (uniform, reporting time, items to bring).
The notice should be in about 50—60 words.
Use proper format, clear language, and relevant details.

OR

You had an argument with a friend but later realised your mistake.

Write a diary entry describing:
e what led to the argument,
e how your feelings changed during the day, and
e what you learnt about friendship.

Write the diary entry in about 80—90 words.

Q4. Write a descriptive paragraph on the topic: An object at home that holds special value for you 7

Your paragraph should include:
e aclear description of the object (appearance, texture, smell, etc.),
e why it is important to you, and
e how it makes you feel when you see or use it.

Write in about 100-120 words.

OR
You recently helped organise a small family function or gathering at home.

Write an informal letter to your best friend describing:
e how you contributed to the preparation,
e what you enjoyed or found challenging, and
e what this experience taught you.
Write the letter in about 120—150 words. Follow the correct format.

SECTION D - LITERATURE

QS. Refer to the given extract from the poem ‘Six Honest Serving Men’ and answer the
following questions.
1 KEEP six honest serving-men
(They taught me all I knew);
Their names are What and Why and When
And How and Where and Who.

i.  Why does the poet call the serving-men “honest™? 1
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Explain how the serving men help in gaining knowledge.
Why has the poet used the past tense in the line “They taught me all I knew”?

Refer to the given extract from the poem ‘Wishing’ and answer the following questions.
Just to scatter seeds of kindness
As you pass along the way,
For the pleasures of the many
May be ofitimes traced to one,

Who should scatter these seeds and when?
Explain the idea of kindness as suggested by the poet.

Refer to the given extract from the poem ‘Foreign Lands’ and answer the following
questions.

I held the trunk with both my hands

And looked abroad in foreign lands.

Who is the speaker in these lines? Where is the speaker standing at this moment?
Why does the speaker call nearby places “foreign lands”? Explain.

Answer the following in about 50-60 words each:

Why does the Old Woman value Mona’s stories about Earth more than physical comforts?
(The Old Woman On the Moon)

“True wealth lies in kindness, not money.” Explain this theme with examples from the text.
(The Christmas Carol)

What lesson do we learn from the poem about curiosity and learning?

(Six Honest Serving Men)

Examine how Tarzan’s physical weakness compared to the apes is balanced by other strengths.
(The Forest Lake)

Answer the following question in about 80-90 words:

How do the three spirits make Scrooge realise that his lonely life has made him uncaring towards

others? Explain what lesson he learns from their visits.
(The Christmas Carol)

OR

Why does the poet say it is better to change ourselves instead of trying to change the whole
world? Explain with supportive examples from the poem.
(Wishing)
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